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5. Ta the declaration of independence by congrefs, it was
declared, that thereafter the l‘_je&s of Great- Britain fhould
he confidered by the United States, enemies in war, in peace
friends. '

6. Itis Mt in the power of this ftate to raife the money
required by congrefs to carry on the prefent juft and nccef-

Aary war, without compelling many of its fubje@s to fell
their property to raife the taxes, and juftice, policy and ne-
ceffity, diate the propricty of firft felling and applying the
property of our enemiss towards defraying the expences of
the war. .

Thefe reafons convincel our judgment, they determined
our action, and we doubt not the impartial world will agrec
with us in fentiment.

. We wifh your honours to examine the reafons affizned, to
~point out your oﬁjc&ions to them, and to inform us whether
“you thiok that all' or noue of them will juftify and fupport

the meafure,

We propofed to raife five million two hundred and twen-
ty_thouf:i'x_af‘dollars from the fale of Britifh property, and to
make our firft psyment, on the 1t of February next, out of
part of the'money anifing from the fale.  We determined to
raife by taxes, qin: million of d. llars, at four afleflments, at
fuch times, and in fuch proportions, as would fuit the cir-
cumftances of ‘ouy conftitucnts; we intended that any defi-

* cienciés fhould be made up by Britith property, and refolved

to pay our quota monthly into the continental tre.fury.
"The debt due from this ftate is above onc million of

pounds currency. Qbur treafury is exhaufted ; our quota of

troops require a confiderable reinforcement, and a large fum
will be neceflary to defray the expence of the recruiting fer-
vice. We arc inclined to think our propoition of the con-
tinental debt may exceed twenty-five million of dollars,

- - If, after contemplating the information we have taken
_the libefty to give you of our circumftances, you are fill in- -

flexirly’determined not to feize and ‘appropriate Britith pro-
peity, in our power, to enable us to carry.on the war, (and
"we again -declare it is not in our power to.colleét the necef-

fary fums by taxes, without greatly diftrefling. our people, .

“and compelling them to fell their property .to pay. the aflefl-

. __ment) we fhall Téturn to our conftituents with thé confola- -
T - T o .




